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INSIDE  N.l. 


MEMBE RSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

April  1981  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  June 
1,  1981,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

Membership  numbers  1792-1816  were  assigned  to  OIN  transfers. 

1817-MT  Donald  T.  Coffman,  645  Neil  Ave.,  Apt.  719,  Columbus,  OH  43215 
(British  Commonwealth) 

1818  Glenn  Godwin,  P.  0.  Box  368,  Binghampton,  N.Y.  13902 
(France,  Mexico,  Chopmarked  Coins) 

1819-MT  Kenneth  C.  Burdick,  P.  0.  Box  7903,  Eugene,  Oregon  97401 
(French  Indo  China) 

1820  Richard  C.  Nagel 

(Germany,  Canada,  Crowns) 

1821  Fred  Krishnaih 

(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

1822  Jerry  F.  Schimmel,  P.  0.  Box  40888,  San  Franciso,  Calif.  94140 

(Foreign  Merchant's  Tokens) 

1823  R.  Paul  Nadin-Davis,  Box  95,  Sta.  A,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada 
KIN  8V1  — (Newfoundland,  Medieval  Europe,  German) 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT : We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations 

received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Donation  and 

Stated  Purpose  Preference  of  Use 


DEYELL,  JOHN  $5.00  Cash 

GRAMS,  GABRIEL  A.  $5.00  Cash 


General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library.  With  the  exception  of  titles  preceded  by  the  let- 
ters "ne"  (representing  different  editions  of  books  already  on  the 
shelves)  all  other  entries  shown  are  new  to  our  collection. 

George  E.  Becht 

METCALF,  WILLIAM  E.  The  Cistophori  of  Hadrian.  Pub.  1980,  164pp, 
w/plates . 

Bowers  & Ruddy 

BOWERS,  Q.  DAVID.  High  Profits  from  Rare  Coin  Investment.  Pub. 
1980,  7th  ed.  184pp,  illus. 
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David  E.  _S eelye 

VICENTI,  JOSE  A.  Catalogo  de  Monedas  Espanolas  1869-1969.  Pub.  1972 
6th  ed.,  44pp,  illus. 

RIGO.  Munzen  und  Banknoten  dev  Freien  Stadt  Danzig  dev  Republiken 
Estlandj  Lettland , Litauen.  Pub.  1974,  35pp,  illus. 

DE  MAY,  JEAN  & PAUWELS,  G.  Les  Monnaies  de  Belgique  (1790-1970) . 

Pub.  1971,  77pp,  illus. 

ne  THUN,  NORBERT.  Deutsche  Taler  Doppelgulden  Doppeltaler  von  1800-1871 

Pub.  1976,  2nd  ed.,  272pp,  illus. 

ne  KRAUSE,  CHESTER  & MISHLER,  CLIFFORD.  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins 
1980  ed. , 1845pp , illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Library  would  also  like  to  thank 
Robert  Plemmons,  David  Seelye,  W.  A.  Haskell,  Rev.  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
and  Marvin  L.  Fraley  for  their  donations  of  catalogs,  magazines  and 
other  related  numismatic  material  to  our  shelves. 

III.  The  Library  is  also  pleased  to  report  the  receipt  of  two  new 
slide  sets  with  tape  cassettes  from  the  American  Numismatic  Society. 
These  sets  are  available  for  loan. 

Coinage  of  the  Americas 
Money  in  Early  America 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  NI  Librarian 

***** 


NI  LIBRARY  WELCOMES  OIN  MEMBERS 


Both  NI  libraries  would  like  to  welcome  former  OIN  members  to  our  ranks 
and  to  take  a few  moments  of  your  time  to  tell  you  a bit  about  our 
facilities.  The  main  library  of  books,  magazines  and  newspapers  is  in 
Colebrook,  New  Hampshire.  The  sub-library  which  stores  sales  catalogs 
and  price  lists  is  in  Wichita,  Kansas  where  Donald  Mead  is  the  librar- 
ian. NI  has  one  of  the  finest  lending  libraries  in  the  foreign  numis- 
matic field  and  we  hope  that  you  will  make  use  of  it.  We  also  have 
inter-library  loan  agreements  with  other  numismatic  libraries  and  if 
we  do  not  have  a book  in  question  we  attempt  to  locate  it  from  other 
sources.  Our  library  list  printed  in  1976  is  completely  out-dated. 

If  you  have  a book  or  books  in  mind,  ask  for  them  by  subject  and  we 
will  let  you  know  what  we  have.  We  also  have  a large  collection  of 
magazines;  a fair  number  of  slide  sets  for  talks;  and  can  obtain  photo- 
graphs of  coins  for  a fee  if  you  need  them  for  articles  or  research. 

A final  comment  to  our  new  overseas  members  - excepting  where  we  can 
be  assured  of  reliable  and  speedy  mail  service,  we  regretfully  do  not 
loan  material  outside  of  North  America. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. , NI  Librarian 
***** 

NEED  RECRUITING  MATERIALS?  Drop  a note  to  Dallas  for  membership  ap- 
plications and  other  recruiting  materials  to  aid  you  in  signing  up 
friends  who  are  not  already  members  of  NI. 
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The  Seal  of  Mustafa 

by  Raymond.  J.  Hubert,  Rockville,  Maryland 

Today,  Senta  (Zenta) , a sleepy  little  Serbian  city  in  northwestern 
Yugoslavia,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Tisza  (River  Theiss) , about  80 
miles  NNW  of  Belgrade,  with  slightly  more  than  22,000  citizens,  is 
a trading  center  for  the  surrounding  agricultural  region. 

But  less  than  three  centuries  ago,  on  September  11,  1697  (=A.H.  25 
Safar  1109),  it  was  the  scene  of  a bloody  battle  that  changed  the 
face  of  Europe.  During  the  carnage,  more  then  20,000  Ottoman  Turks 
were  killed,  and  another  10,000  were  drowned  in  battle. 
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Battle  Plan  at  Zenta  on  River  Tisza 

Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy's  victory  brought  about  the  Peace  of  Carlo- 
witz  (June  26,  1699)  in  which  the  Ottoman  Porte  received  the  Banat 
Temesvar;  Austria,  the  rest  of  Hungary  and  Transylvania;  and  Venice 
received  Morea  (the  Peloponesus) . 

This  Austrian  general,  Francois  Eugene  de  Savoie-Carignan,  Prince  of 
Savoy  (1663-1736)  was  born  in  Paris  to  Eugdne  Maurice  de  Savoie- 
Carignan.  Because  King  Louis  XIV  had  banished  the  prince's  mother 
from  France,  Eugene  renounced  his  country  and  went  to  Vienna  where 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  Austrian  Emperor  Leopold  I (1640-1705). 
When  the  Second  Austro-Turkish  War  (1682-1697)  broke  out.  Prince  Eu- 
gene fought  against  the  Turks  at  Vienna  (1683) . He  was  also  active 
in  coalition  against  Louis  XIV  in  the  years  1689  to  1697,  especially 
in  Italy. 

He  became  a field  marshall  in  1693,  at  the  age  of  36,  and  surprised 
his  opponents  at  Zenta,  on  the  Theiss,  September  11,  1697. 
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This  incident  might  have  little  interest  to  the  numismatist  except 
that  in  this  battle,  in  which  Sultan  Mustafa  II  bin  Mehmed's  Grand 
Vizier,  Almas  Mehmed  (vizier  18  Ramazan  1106  to  25  Safar  1109  = 1694 
to  1697)  fell,  the  Sultan's  seal  was  lost  to  Eugene's  forces.  A medal 
was  struck  in  Europe  to  commemorate  the  taking  of  this  medal,  which 
is  the  center  of  this  story. 

The  obverse  of  this  oval  medal  depicts  the  Sultan's  seal;  and  the 
reverse  has  the  latin  legend  ". SIGILL. /SULT. MUST . /PRIM. VEZIRY/COL- 
LOAPPENS/CAPTVM/IN.PREL.VICT. /AD  SZTENTAM/ 1 1 . SEPT. / 1697 . " 
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Europe's  medal  showing  the  captured  Turkish  medal 


The  rim  legend  reads:  VICT0RI0S0  SEPT  1697  SULTAN  MUSTA/PHA  FILIO  ME- 
HEMET  SIG  SEPMPER.  This  oval  silver  piece  is  27mm.  in  diameter  and 
weighs  6.3  grams. 


Every  victory  for  one  side  is  a defeat  for  the  other.  It  is  sad  that 
so  many  brave  men  had  to  die.  Let  us  not  forget  Arthur  Wellesley, 

Duke  of  Wellington's  words,  "Nothing  except  a battle  lost  can  be  half 
so  melancholy  as  a battle  won." 


Ed.  Note:  Mr.  Hubert  also  mentions  that  there  is  another  piece 
commemorating  the  same  event  found  listed  on  page  120,  #33  of 
Eduard  Fiala's  Katalog  der  MOnzen-und  Medaillen-Stempel-Sarmlung  des 
K.K.  Hauptmubzamtes  in  Wien  (Vienna  1901). 

*********************************************************************** 

Achaean  League  Coinage.  Ancient  Greek  Religious  confederation  with 
coinage  starting  circa  380  B.C.  The  league  dissolved  in  288  BC.  And 
a short  time  later,  circa  281  BC  twelve  then  10  states  formed  a 
political  confederation  for  common  protection.  The  monogram  AX  is 
frequently  found  on  the  coins  of  the  period,  ca.  281-146  BC  issued 
by  the  confederation. 

******************************************************************** 
INFORMATION.  PLEASE 


Here  is  an  intriguing  little  copper  piece.  It  is  uniface.  Does 
anyone  know  the  meaning  of  the  "H"  with  the  three  dots? 

The  only  other  feature  is  the  tiny  dots  around  the 
edge  of  the  item.  If  you  can  help,  please  send 
your  information  to  the  Article  Editor.  Thanks 
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A RARITY  OF  THE  "EAST  AFRICA"  COINAGE 


by  Walter  Bergman , South  Africa , OIN  #462 

In  the  year  1885,  Germany,  motivated  by  a strong  desire  to  establish 
a colonial  empire,  acquired  Tanganyika,  a country  situated  on  the 
east  coast  of  Africa  as  a protectorate  and  subsequent  colony.  To 
counteract  this  German  threat  to  Africa,  British  interests  induced 
the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  in  1888  to  cede  to  the  British  East  Africa 
Company  a part  of  his  domain,  the  island  of  Mombasa,  lying  off  the 
Kenya  coast. 

Great  Britain,  now  having  secured  a foothold  opposite  the  African 
mainland , set  about  colonising  Kenya  and  Uganda  as  well  as  what  was 
to  become  British  Somaliland.  In  1890  the  Sultanate  of  Zanzibar  it- 
self became  a British  Protectorate,  even  though  it  continued  to  be 
ruled  by  a Sultan  until  1964. 

Tanganyika,  under  German  rule  and  known  then  as  "Deutsche  Ost  Afrika" 
had  its  own  German  colonial  currency  of  Rupien  and  Heller. 

Mombasa's  own  first  British  coinage  consisted  of  Indian  rupees  and 
annas,  and  coins  of  various  denominations  were  struck  for  the  island 
in  1888  and  1890,  although  one-rupee  coins  were  only  struck  in  the 
latter  year.  Thereafter,  no  special  coins  were  minted  in  Mombasa, 
which  owing  to  its  closeness  to  the  African  mainland,  became,  for  all 
intents  and  purposes,  a part  of  Kenya.  One-pice  coins  - the  pice 
being  a subdivision  of  the  anna  - were  issued  for  use  in  Mombasa  and 
the  newly  acquired  hinterland  during  the  years  1897  to  1899.  These 
coins  bore  the  inscription  "East  Africa  Protectorate". 

Zanzibar's  basic  coinage  unit  was  the  rupee.  192  pice  made  up  one 
rupee  and  two  rupees  were  equivalent  to  one  ryal.  After  the  Sultanate 
had  become  a British  Protectorate,  three  British  coin  denominations 
were  struck  in  1908  specifically  for  the  island,  but  the  coins  were 
officially  not  released  for  circulation. 

After  Britain  had  taken  over  the  administration  of  Kenya  and  Uganda, 
the  East  Africa  Currency  Board  was  established  with  the  object  of 
providing  for  its  members,  Kenya,  Uganda,  British  Somaliland  and  the 
Sultanate  of  Zanzibar,  a common  currency  and  coinage.  The  Indian  ru- 
pee, subdivided  into  100  cents,  was  chosen  as  the  basic  monetary  unit 

During  the  years  1900  to  1919  a variety  of  coin  types  in  six  denomi- 
nations, ranging  from  one-half  to  50  cents,  were  struck  in  England, 
all  these  bearing  the  inscription  "East  Africa  and  Uganda  Protec- 
torate". But  even  though  the  rupee  was  the  basic  currency  unit,  no 
rupee  coins  were  ever  included  in  this  series. 

Germany  lost  all  of  her  overseas  possessions  as  a result  of  her  de- 
feat in  World  War  I.  Thus  it  was  the  1919  that  Tanganyika  was  handed 
over  to  Great  Britain  as  a Mandated  Territory. 

The  East  Africa  Currency  Board,  finding  itself  now  momentarily  respon 
sible  also  for  Tanganyika,  decided  to  change  the  currency  of  rupees 
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to  a unit  of  similar  value  but  with  a more  British  and  less  Indian 
connotation.  Consequently,  in  1920,  the  florin  (the  2 shilling  piece 
of  Britian)  took  the  place  of  the  rupee  as  the  new  currency  unit  with 
100  cents  being  equal  to  one  florin.  At  the  same  time  the  existing 
inscription  of  "East  Africa  and  Uganda  Protectorate"  was  to  be  repla- 
ced on  the  new  coins  with  the  more  up-to-date  one,  "East  Africa". 


A scarce  1920  BEA  Florin/50  Cent  piece 
surviving  the  official  melting  pot.  It 
bears  the  H mintmark  of  Heatons.  (Photo 
courtesy  of  Krause  Publications , Inc. ) 


A new  coinage  for  circulation  in  East  Africa  was  speedily  - perhaps 
too  speedily  - prepared.  Coins  of  1,  5,  10,  25  and  50  cents,  as  well 
as  Florins  were  struck  in  England.  The  first  four  denominations  were 
struck  at  a single  mint,  the  50  cent  pieces  at  two  mints,  and  the 
florins  at  three  different  mints. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  here  that  in  accordance  with  the  newly  es- 
tablished currency  unit  of  the  florin,  50  cents  were  equal  to  half 
a florin  or  one  British  shilling.  This  meant  that  the  newly  struck 
50  cent  pieces  were  in  fact  one  shilling  coins.  Reverting  to  the 
florin  coins,  these  were  struck  at  the  following  three  mints:  The 
Royal  Mint,  London,  displaying  no  mint  mark;  the  mint  of  Ackroyd  and 
Best  Ltd.,  Morley,  England,  showing  a tiny  "A"  as  its  mint  mark;  and 
The  Mint  Birmingham  Ltd.  of  Birmingham,  showing  a small  "H"  as  its 
sign  of  origin. 

In  1921,  even  before  some  of  the  new  coin  types  had  arrived  in  East 
Africa,  the  East  Africa  Currency  Board  deemed  it  necessary  to  change 
the  basic  currency  unit  once  again.  One  of  the  reasons  for  this  step 
was  that  the  florin  was  considered  too  large  a unit  to  split  up  into 
only  one-hundred  subdivisions. 

As  the  East  Africa  currency  was  a decimal  one,  and  was  to  remain  so, 
there  appeared  to  be  no  other  way  of  overcoming  this  obstacle  but  to 
reduce  the  actual  unit.  The  shilling,  subdivided  into  100  cents,  was 
now  chosen  to  replace  the  florin  as  East  Africa’s  new  monetary  basic 
unit.  One  can  hardly  imagine  the  upheaval  caused  by  this  change! 


Where  as  previously  50  cents  equalled  one  shilling,  suddenly  now  50 
cents  were  equivalent  to  only  half  a shilling. 

Many  of  the  1920  series  of  coins  were  at  English  ports,  awaiting  ship- 
ment to  East  Africa.  These  had  to  be  returned  to  the  mint  to  be  melted 
down  again.  Some  of  these  coins,  which  had  arrived  at  their  destin- 
ation, had  already  been  placed  into  circulation.  As  many  of  these  as 
possible  - or  practicable  - had  to  be  withdrawn,  to  be  returned  to 
England  for  re-melting,  together  with  the  coins  as  yet  unissued. 

Mint  records  clearly  indicate  how  many  of  each  denominations  are 
struck  at  a mint.  In  some  instances  the  quantities  are  very  substan- 
tial. For  example,  more  than  11  million  florins  had  been  struck,  but 
there  is  no  knowing  now  how  many  of  these  were  saved  from  the  melting 
pot  and  survived  by  getting  into  and  staying  in  circulation,  or  by 
being  snapped  up  by  memento-hunters  and  collectors.  The  indications 
are  that  there  could  not  have  been  too  many. 

It  is  certainly  true  that  all  1920  East  Africa  coins  in  good  condition 
are  now  scarce  or  even  rare,  bearing  in  mind  too  that  the  mint  mark 
differences  of  some  of  the  denominations.  This  applies  particularly 
to  the  florin,  which  had  been  struck  at  three  mints,  thus  leaving 
the  collector  to  look  out  for  the  three  varieties:  the  1920  with 
no  mint  mark  from  London,  the  1920A,  and  the  1920H. 

After  the  shilling  had  been  chosen  as  the  new  basic  unit  of  currency 
in  1921,  most  of  the  denominations  of  the  ill-fated  1920  coin  series 
were  used  again,  but  the  East  Africa  florin  never  re-appeared.  This 
latter  fact  no  doubt  impressed  itself  upon  the  minds  of  collectors, 
who  now  regard  this  coin  as  a numismatic  rarity,  even  though  some  of 
the  other  denominations  of  this  series  are  just  as  scarce  or  even 
more  scarce  than  the  florin.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  East  Africa  florin 
is  a very  elusive  coin,  with  the  1920A  variety  very  much  more  difficult 
to  find  than  the  other  two  varieties. 

Now  a few  words  about  the  coin  and  its  features.  The  florin  has  the 
conventional  appearance  encountered  in  most  of  the  British  imperial 
coinage.  On  its  obverse  the  crowned  bust  of  George  V,  facing  left,  it 
portrays  the  legend  reading:  "GEORGIVS  V REX  ET  IND:  IMP:".  The  re- 
verse features  the  inscription  "EAST  AFRICA"  in  prominent  position. 

The  coin's  centre  is  occupied  by  a representation  of  a lion,  walking 
to  the  right,  on  the  flat  African  veld , with  a mountain  range  forming 
the  background.  The  denomination  and  date,  "1  FLORIN  1920",  are  de- 
picted below  the  lion  in  three  horizontal  lines.  The  tiny  mintmark 
"A"  or  "H",  if  applicable,  is  to  be  found  immediately  below  the  lion. 
The  coin  has  a milled  edge. 

The  florin  could  be  called  an  attractive  coin,  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  it  is  struck  in  .500  silver.  Coins  with  this  low  silver  content 
do  not  normally  tone  well.  Over  the  years  they  acquire  a dull  appear- 
ance and  the  florin  is  no  exception  in  this  regard. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  of  interest  to  mention  that  the  shilling 
remained  the  basic  currency  unit  of  the  East  Africa  Currency  Board 
from  1921  until  the  early  1960s,  when  uhuru  - the  call  for  freedom, 
for  independence  - broke  up  the  administrative  grouping  which  had  made 
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up  British  East  Africa. 


Kenya,  Uganda  and  Tanzania  - the  latter  consisting  of  an  amalgamation 
of  Tanganyika  and  Zanzibar  - became  independent  republics  within  the 
British  Commonwealth,  wehereas  British  Somaliland  became  part  of 
Somalia,  an  independent  state  without  affiliations.  All  these  countries 
now  have  their  own  individual  currencies  and  coinages. 

*************************************************************** ******* 


Q-METAL  OF  TRAVANCORE 

by  Gerald  Easton , Camas , Washington , NI  # 838 

One  of  my  collecting  interests  is  the  coinage  of  the  year  1942.  Two  of 
these  coins  are  the  fannam  and  1/2  rupee  of  Travancore.  These  coins 
are  dated  1118  in  the  Malabar  Era  system.  The  half  rupee  dated  ME1118 
is  not  shown  in  the  new  Krause-Mishler  book,  but  it  does  exist,  and  in 
fact  is  fairly  common  as  a date.  Previous  editions  of  the  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins  did  not  break  down  the  known  dates  of  half  rupees 
but  simply  listed  a date  range  of  1940-1945  for  the  coins  with  a secur- 
ity edge.  Also  not  shown  in  SCWC  are  the  mint  of  origin  of  these  coins 
and  the  silver  fineness. 

In  his  4th  edition  (1950)  Coins  of  the  World  - Twentieth  Century  Issues, 
p.  150,  Mr.  Wayte  Raymond  states  that  the  fannam,  1/4  rupee  and  half 
rupee  of  1937-1943  "are  made  of  the  so-called  Q-metal".  He  also  lists 
the  mints  that  struck  these  coins  as  Trivandrum  and  Birmingham,  England. 

In  1920  Great  Britain  changed  the  fineness  of  their  silver  coins  from 
Sterling,  or  .925  fine,  to  .500  fine  silver.  From  1920  through  1926 
their  coins  of  silver  were  50%  silver  and  50%  copper.  After  a little 
circulation  these  coins  had  a poor  appearance  and  had  worn  badly. 

From  about  1923  to  1926  the  Royal  Mint  at  London  conducted  extensive 
tests  to  find  an  alloy  of  .500  silver  that  would  produce  better  wear- 
ing and  appearing  silver  alloy  coins.  The  opted  for  an  alloy  as  follows 

Silver-50%  Copper-40%  Nickel-5%  Zinc-5% 

This  composition  was  referred  to  as  "quaternary  alloy"  in  the  mint  re- 
ports of  the  period.  Starting  in  1927  they  used  this  alloy  for  their 
coins  and  for  some  they  struck  for  other  countries,  such  as  Peru. 

Thus,  it  appears  to  me  that  Mr.  Raymond  could  have  been  talking  of  .500 
silver  alloy  for  the  1942  Travancore  coins,  which  he  dubbed  "Q-metal", 
and  what  the  London  Mint  called  quaternary  alloy.  These  issues  of  the 
late  1930's  may  have  been  struck  at  Birmingham,  although  they  do  not 
bear  the  H mintmark.  The  coins  from  the  war  years  must  have  been  struck 
at  the  Trivandrum  mint. 

Please  bear  in  mind  that  these  two  conclusions  seem  to  follow  from  the 
discussion  above,  but  must  be  regarded  as  guesswork  in  the  absence  of 
firm  proof. 

************************************************************************ 
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WORLD  WAR  II  CHANNEL  ISLANDS  TOKENS 


by  John  F.  Yaruood,  Horsham,  Australia , NI  # 1471 

The  British  Channel  Islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey  lie  30  miles  and 
12  miles  west  of  Normandy,  France,  respectively.  On  June  30th  1940, 
the  island  of  Guernsey  was  occupied  by  German  forces  and  the  island 
of  Jersey  was  occupied  one  day  later.  No  resistance  was  met  as  all 
British  armed  forces  had  already  withdrawn.  The  civil  population  was 
encouraged  to  evacuate  to  England  as  well.  About  10,000  of  Jersey's 
51,000  population  left  as  did  22,000  of  Guernsey's  45,000  population. 

As  was  their  usual  custom  in  a country  they  had  occupied  the  Germans 
put  into  circulation  alongside  the  local  currency  and  coinage  their 
Reichskreditkassenscheine  notes  which  were  denominated  in  Reichmarks. 
The  rate  of  exchange  being  about  10  RM  to  the  British  pound.  The  is- 
landers hoarded  their  own  currency  believing  that  the  was  would  be 
over  in  a short  time,  and  the  Germans  eagerly  sought  the  British 
money,  sending  it  back  to  Germany  as  souvenirs. 

Once  a blackmarket  was  established  the  Germans  were  willing  to  pay 
the  equivalent  of  15  to  22  pounds  for  one  gold  sovereign,  and  one 
pound  British  notes  were  fetching  two  pounds  in  RM.  There  were  plenty 
of  eager  collectors  of  British  currency  with  24,000  German  troops 
in  Guernsey  alone. 

Before  the  occupation  the  States  of  Guernsey  were  already  printing 
their  own  ten  shillings  and  one  pound  notes.  And  now  they  printed 
notes  with  the  following  denominations:  sixpence,  one  shilling  and 
3 pence;  two  shillings  and  6 pence;  and  five  shillings,  to  make  up 
for  the  loss  of  even  their  copper  coins.  Similarly,  the  States  of 
Jersey  printed  notes  to  the  value  of  sixpence;  one  shilling;  two 
shillings;  ten  shillings  and  one  Pound. 

Being  a keen  collector  of  tokens  amongst  other  things  I eagerly 
bought  what  was  described  as  a set  of  WWII  Channel  Islands  tokens. 
They  proved  to  be  intriguing  items  and  I decided  to  read  up  on  the 
occupation  to  see  where  the  tokens  fitted  into  the  scheme  of  things. 
These  tokens  are  described  below. 


Token  No.  1.  Zinc.  Oval  64mm  x 39mm.  Uniface. 
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It  has  the  inscription:  ORGANISATION  TODT  - AUSWEIS  - BRITISHE 
KANALINSELN . 


Token  No.  2.  Zinc.  Oval  64mm  x 39mm.  Uniface. 

It  has  the  inscription  and  value:  ORGANISATION  TODT  - 5RM-  BRITISHE 
KANALINSELN. 

In  October  1941  Hitler  ordered  the  fortification  of  the  Channel  Is- 
lands with  Guernsey  and  Alderney  being  chosen  for  the  siting  of  the 
largest  guns  which  included  four  guns  of  12  inch  caliber  and  having 
a range  of  37  miles.  Originally  these  guns  were  fitted  to  the  Rus- 
sian battleship  Imperator  Alexandr  Trety  in  1914.  The  fortifications 
were  extensive  and  included  underground  hospitals.  The  Organisation 
Todt  was  responsible  for  their  construction  using  forced  and  slave 
labour.  It  was  estimated  that  there  were  18,000  labourers  in  the  is- 
lands by  early  1942. 


Token  No.  3.  Copper.  Round  39mm  diameter.  Uniface. 

DAS  FORUM  KINO  - HEER  - AUSWEIS  - 1941  - THE  FORUM  CINEMA 

This  would  appear  to  be  a pass  for  a member  of  the  army  to  the  Forum 
Cinema  in  Jersey,  which  like  all  the  others  had  been  taken  over.  Many 
propaganda  films  were  shown  for  the  armed  forces  as  well  as  the  civil 
population,  the  balcony  seats  being  reserved  for  the  Germans. 


Next  comes  a small  bread  token. 
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Token  No.  4.  Copper.  Round  28mm  diameter.  Uniface. 
German  eagle  with  swastika  - BROT. 


Token  No.  5.  Copper.  35mm.  Square  with  rounded  corners.  Uniface. 
SOLDATENHEIM  - St  HELIER  - German  Eagle  with  swastika  - 3 RM. 


Token  No.  6.  (Above  Right)  Copper.  35mm.  Square  with  rounded  corners. 
Uniface.  3 RM  - German  Eagle  with  swastika.  SOLDATENHEIM  - St  BRELADES. 


Token  No.  7.  Zinc.  Rectangle  33mm  x 63mm.  Uniface.  Sh 

• Eagle  clutching  thunderbolt  aimed  at  Britain.  25  RM  at 
DATENHEIM  and  St  HELLIER  UND  BRELADES  to  either  side. 


own  on  its 
bottom. 


side . 
SOL- 


Tokens  5,6  and  7 appear  to  be  tokens  for  use  in  soldiers'  messes  in 
St.  Helier  and  St.  Brelades,  which  are  towns  in  Jersey. 
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Token  No.  8.  Copper.  42mm  equal  sided 
Triangle  with  rounded 
corners.  Uniface. 

OFFICIAL  TOKEN  - 5 RM  - JERSEY 

FIVE  REICHSMARKS 

This  could  be  a token  for  GENERAL 
CIRCULATION. 


Token  No.  9.  Copper,  35mm  Square 
with  rounded  corners.  Uniface. 

PERMITTED  TO  GROW  150  TOBACCO 
PLANTS  - REVENUE  PAID  - STATES 
DEPT  OF  ESSENTIAL  COMMODITIES 
ST  HELIER. 


Token  No.  10.  Copper,  35mm  square 
uniface. 

PERMITTED  TO  GROW  AND  SELL  1 CWT 
OF  UNGROUND  WHEAT  - REVENUE  PAID 
- STATES  FOOD  CONTROL  STORE 
ST  HELIER. 


L V V.  i£li  . 

\ m v fef 


Token  No.  11  Zinc,  Round  32  mm  diameter, 
uniface. 

INTERNATIONAL  RED  CROSS  PARCEL  - 
GUERNSEY  CHANNEL  ISLANDS 


After  D-Day  1944  the  Channel  Islands  were  cut  off  from  France  and 
their  food  situation  deteriorated  rapidly.  Without  help  the  populance 
faced  starvation.  Messages  were  sent  in  November  1944  to  the  Secretary 
General  of  the  International  Red  Cross  at  Geneva,  resulting  in  the 
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delivery  of  food  parcels  late  in  December  1944.  Thereafter  the  Red 
Cross  ship  Vega  made  monthly  trips  to  the  islands. 


Token  No.  12,  Copper,  Hexagonal, 
each  side  20mm.  Uniface. 

ISSUED  AT  ST  PETERS  PORT  - 
FPEE  MILK  - ONE  PINT  MAX. 


This  appears  to  be  a milk  token  issued  in  Guernsey  perhaps  for  the 
daily  milk  ration  of  one  child. 


Reviewing  everything  I had  read  about  the  Channel  Islands  and  the 
tokens,  I was  disturbed  by  the  fact  that  not  once  were  tokens  men- 
tioned in  the  books.  Also  it  seemed  unusual  to  have  metal  Ausweis 
or  passes,  and  the  use  of  copper  which  was  a strategic  metal  ap- 
peared highly  unlikely. 

Hoping  to  clarify  these  matters  I wrote  to  the  Bailiff  of  Jersey. 

The  Bailiff's  secretary  replied  that  someone  had  enquired  about 
this  matter  previously  and  that  they  had  consequently  conducted 
some  research. 

Richard  Mayne,  President  of  the  Channel  Islands  Occupation  Society 
was  of  the  opinion  that  they  were  not  genuine,  and  this  was  borne 
out  by  enquiries  made  of  officials  employed  in  Jersey  during  the 
occupation  and  of  German  nationals  who  were  in  Jersey  with  the 
German  forces. 

Thus  the  tokens  are  fantasies,  the  product  of  a man  well  versed  in 
history,  to  whom  I am  greatful  for  the  introduction  to  a fascinating 
period  of  British  history. 

Frank  Falla,  THE  SILENT  WAR 

Alan  and  May  Wood,  ISLANDS  IN  DANGER 

Carel  Toms,  HITLER’S  FORTRESS  ISLANDS 

C.F.  Schwan  and  J.E.  Boling,  WORLD  WAR  II  MILITARY  CURRENCY 

A*******************************************************************:*: 


TODAY'S  CAMEROUNS  COINS 

The  currently  circulating  (in  late  1980)  coins  of  the  Camerouns  in 
west  Africa  include  the  following:  the  Central  African  States  coins 

of  1 CFA  Franc  (1976),  equivalent  to  a half  cent  in  US  currency.  The 
5 CFA  Francs  (1977)  in  aluminum-bronze  has  a value  of  about  5 US  cents 
Also  found  circulating  there  is  a coin  of  the  neighboring  Central 
African  Republic.  Its  100  CFA  Francs  coin  in  cupro-nickel  is  valued 
at  about  50  US  cents.  Each  coin  has  the  gazelle  group  on  the  obverse 
and  the  value  in  a wreath  on  the  reverse. 


Ill 


KIRKOUK 


KARKOUK 


KIRKUK 


by  LCdr.  C.  C.  Andrews , USN (Ret) , Dallas,  Texas,  NI  #778 

The  January  1981  NI  BULLETIN  Includ- 
ed questions  about  the  1974  (Y--46) 
Iraq  one  dinar  commemorative  coin 
(Fig.  1) . The  appeal  for  more  in- 
formation, particularily  about  the 
ship  depicted  on  the  reverse,  caused 
me  to  undertake  a research  effort. 
More  is  known  about  the  ship  now, 
perhaps  this  will  answer  most  of 
the  questions.  However,  before  get- 
ting to  the  details,  please  remember 
that  on  many  occasions  something  (?) 
is  lost  in  the  translation.  This 
case  was  not  the  exception. 

Each  word  in  the  title  might  be  very 
similarily  pronounced,  approximately 
KEAR-KOOK  by  English  speaking  people 
Thus,  it  follows  that  an  English 
speaking  person  might  have  translated  the  name  of  the  tanker  as  any  one 
of  the  three  words. 

It  was  found  that  KIRKOUK  was  a tanker,  but  it  was  of  no  interest  be- 
yond learning  it  was  of  Dutch  nationality.  KARKOUK  became  suspect  when 
it  was  not  found  in  LLOYD'S  TANKER  REGISTER,  and  the  name  could  not  be 
found  in  a normally  dependable  encyclopedia. 

I made  a photographic  enlargement  of  the  tanker's  bow  section,  and  dis- 
tributed copies  for  translation  of  the  bow  marking.  Fig.  2. 


Fig.  1 

Iraq  1 Dinar  1973  (Y-46) 


Fig.  2 

Enlarged  Bow  Section 
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Phil  Lawrence,  NI  #400,  suggested  the  tanker's  name  might  be  KIRKUK, 
as  that  was  the  name  of  a very  famous  and  important  Iraqi  petroleum 
producing  area.  Translation  of  the  tanker's  bow  marking  confirmed 
her  name  to  be  KIRKUK. 


Having  learned  the  name  of  the  tanker,  and  some  of  her  characteristics, 
there  seemed  to  be  a question  about  the  accuracy  of  the  tanker's  iden- 
tification. 


KIRKUK  - Lloyd's  Tanker  Register 


Length  (max) 

(waterline) 

Beam 

Draft 

Gross  tonnage 
Net  tonnage 
Home  Port 
Owner 
Opr/Mgr 


292  feet 
285  feet 
47  feet,  1 inch 
21  feet 
2,223 

953  (computed  from  cap.)* 
Basra 

Iraqi  Government 

Iraqi  Directorate  General  of 

Ports  and  Navigation 


The  characteristics  listed  do  not  seem  to  be  consistent  with  the  larger 
appearing  vessel  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin.  Interested  readers  may 
have  the  same  impression.  In  retrospect,  it  may  be  recalled  that  earl- 
ier tankers  were  built  similar  to  the  KIRKUK  - the  bow  gun' Is  were  well 
above  the  well-deck  level.  Designers  of  super  tankers  do  not  worry  too 
much  about  the  seas  running  over  the  bow.  All  of  which  is  consistent 
with  the  fact  that  the  KIRKUK  has  borne  that  name  since  1958,  but  that 
is  not  the  beginning.  Her  name  was  changed  from  TIGON  to  KIRKUK  in  1958 
As  the  TIGON,  according  to  Lloyd's  Tanker  Register,  she  was: 

Built  1924  (12  months  in  building) 

Builder  W.  Simmons  & Co. 

Location  Renfrew,  Scotland  (about  6 miles 

down-river  from  Glasgow  on  the  River 
Clyde) . 


As  viewed  on  the  coin,  the  KIRKUK  appears  to  be  more  than  292  feet  in 
length.  It  is  probably  quite  safe  to  assume  the  designer  created  a 
semi-symbolic  representation  of  the  KIRKUK. 

Fig.  3 (following  page)  translates:  "Show(s)  the  Date  of  June  First 

1972,  and  denomination  of  one  DENAR  'IRAQI  DENAR'.  The  commemorative 
statement  says:  Memory  of  the  Petroleum  Liberation  from  Foreign  Mo- 

nopolies. " 

Note:  "The  Iraqi  Petroleum  Co.  was  nationalized  in  June  1972.  In 

1973,  Dutch  and  United  States  interests  in  the  Basra  Petroleum 
Co.  were  nationalized  and  the  remaining  British  and  French 
interests  in  Basra  were  nationalized  in  December  1975." 


* The  use  of  volume  computation  could  indicate  she  was  originally  de- 
signed to  handle  both  liquid  and  dry  cargos. 
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Fig.  3 

*********************************************************************** 


A VISIT  TO  ALGERIA 


by  Robert  P.  Puddester,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada,  NI  Hi  536 


An  Algerian  visit  last  year  (1980)  revealed  that  nearly  all  of  the  post- 
independence (1962)  coin  issues  are  still  circulating.  Naturally,  none 
of  the  pre-independence  French  coins  are  in  circulation.  The  1964  (AH- 
1383)  issues  of  the  one  and  two  aluminum  centimes  (Y-4 , Y-5)  are  hard 
to  find  as  they  are  of  so  little  value  as  to  be  not  worth  carrying. 

The  five  centimes  has  had  three  issues  - 1964  (Y-6) , 1970  (Y-ll)  and 
1974  (Y-12),  with  the  English  numeral  5 replacing  the  Arabic  on  the 
latter  issue.  The  1964  issues  is  scarce  but  the  two  later  F.A.O.  is- 
sues are  in  good  supply  with  the  1974  available  in  uncirculated.  The 
ten  centimes  of  1964  (Y-7)  proved  not  to  be  a very  useful  coin  and  is 
little  seen  as  is  the  20  centime  1964  issue  (Y-8) . The  other  two  20 
centime  pieces,  the  "Horn  of  Plenty"  (Y-13)  - a commemorative  issue 
for  the  agricultural  revolution  of  1972  - and  the  "Rams  Head"  (Y-19) 
of  1975,  commemorating  the  30th  anniversary  of  the  French-Algerian 
clash,  are  readily  available.  Y-16 , the  "book,  caliper,  beaker"  de- 
sign, is  mostly  seen  in  the  1973  issue  rather  than  that  of  1971.  Y-18 

is  easily  obtainable  in  UNC.  The  old  (1964)  and  new  dinar  circulate 
in  quantity.  Most  of  the  1964  (Y-10)  dinars  are  severely  worn  while 
the  F.A.O.  issue,  "tractor  and  clasped  hands",  is  available  in  UNC  con- 
dition; at  least  the  newer  version  (Y-14.1)  of  this  coin  is.  This  newer 
version  has  the  legend  touching  the  inner  circle  on  the  reverse.  If 
one  can  rashly  extrapolate  from  the  examination  of  about  200  dinars, 
the  old  version  (Y-14)  is  not  being  produced  anymore  as  all  coins  with 
the  legend  away  from  the  rim  were  badly  worn.  I did  not  really  expect 
to  find  the  large  five  dinar  coins  in  general  circulation.  These  were 
produced  in  1972  (Y-15a)  and  1974  (Y— 17)  to  commemorate  the  10th  anni- 
versary of  the  revolution  respectively.  I was  thus  pleasantly  sur- 
prised to  find  both  in  circulation  and  in  good  quantities.  The  1974 
issue  is  most  common  but  quantities  of  both  issues  could  easily  be  ac- 
cumulated in  EF  or  better  condition.  I have  since  heard  following  my 
visit  that  the  new  bronze  10  dinar  piece  began  to  circulate  later  in 
1980. 
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CASTLES  OF 
AUSTRIA  ON 
NOTGELD 

by  W.  A.  Haskell,  Marxze l l/Pfaffenrot,  West  Germany,  NI  #LM-15 
(All  photographs  approximately  Z/4  actual  size) 

Castles  spark  the  imagination:  castles  in  Spain  or  in  the  air,  the 

seat  of  the  viceregal  court,  Prince  Valiant,  King  Arthur  and  his  knights 
of  the  Round  Table,  knights  in  shining  armor,  sieges,  wars  and  robber 
barons,  Gotz  von  Berlichen  or  Richard  the  Lion  Hearted,  all  this  and 
much  more ! 

One  need  travel  very  little  in  Europe  to  discover  the  land  is  rich  in 
castles  and  castle  ruins,  representing  history  in  its  very  basic  ele- 
ments, and  no  vivid  imagination  is  required  to  summon  up  the  ghosts  of 
yesteryear,  of  bloody  battles  and  the  tramp  of  armored  men  and  horses. 

What  is  a castle?  It  can  be  defined  as  a fortified  building  or  set  of 
buildings  usually  set  on  a high  point  for  ease  in  defense,  or  if  no 
high  ground  is  available  then  surrounded  by  water  (moat).  The  terms 
used  to  describe  a castle  are  archaic  and  largely  fallen  into  disuse 
in  keeping  with  what  they  describe  which  became  obsolete  with  the  ad- 
vent of  gunpowder. 

The  castle  was  usually  surrounded  by  a ditch  or  moat  wherever  possible 
filled  with  water  as  an  outer  defense  and  faced  by  a counter  scarp  or 
outer  slope  connected  to  the  gatehouse  by  a drawbridge  which  could  be 
raised  thus  isolating  the  defenders.  A terreted  fortified  gatehouse, 
pierced  by  loopholes, defended  the  gate  and  usually  closed  by  an  iron 
grating  called  a portcullis  which  could  also  be  raised  or  lowered. 

Beyond  the  gatehouse  was  found  the  outer  bailey,  an  open  space  enclosed 
by  an  outer  wall  of  stone  defended  by  turrets  and  the  scarp  or  inner- 
slope,  while  the  inner  bailey  was  enclosed  by  another  and  independently 
fortified  keep  called  a donjon,  the  great  fortified  tower.  Thus,  if 
the  outer  defenses  were  breached  the  defenders  could  withdraw  into 
the  inner  and  still  secure  keep  forcing  the  attackers  to  begin  all 
over  again. 

All  the  walls  were  served  by  openings  called  machicolations  between 
supporting  corbels  or  stone  projections  for  the  purpose  of  dropping 
stones  or  pouring  hot  pitch  on  attackers.  These  battlements  had  mer- 
lons or  a solid  part  between  two  embrasures  called  crenels  or  notches 
to  protect  the  defenders  while  allowing  them  to  shoot  out  at  attackers. 
Most  heavily  fortified  of  all  was  the  donjon  usually  protected  by 
vaulted  chambers  called  casemates  with  embrasures  for  defense  and 
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the  battlements  let  with  arrow  slits  and  loopholes  for  the  defenders. 

There  are  thousands  of  castles  and  castle  ruins,  some  even  dating  from 
Roman  times,  scattered  all  over  Europe,  a tribute  to  man's  determin- 
ation to  eliminate  his  fellow  man  and  the  need  for  defense  against 
that  misplaced  determination.  Many  have  fallen  into  ruin  through  bloody 
wars,  sieges,  fire  or  even  abandonment,  providing  a convenient  quarry 
for  ready-cut  stone  for  the  local  villagers.  However,  some  have  sur- 
vived the  vicissitudes  of  time  and  even  provide  a residence,  such  as 
that  of  the  Prince  of  Liechtenstein's  castle  at  Vaduz. 

Of  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  few  are  richer  in  well  preserved  and 
historically  important  castles  than  the  centrally  located  country  of 
beautiful  Austria.  Many  of  these,  as  outstanding  local  historical 
focal  points,  were  featured  on  Austrian  notgeld  of  the  hyperinflation 
period  which  followed  the  end  of  World  War  I in  1918.  For  anyone  int- 
terested  in  combining  a historical  with  a collecting  theme  it  offers 
many  possibilities  and  a random  sampling  follows  for  a taste  of  his- 
tory on  notgeld. 

The  town  of  Brixlegg,  Tyrol,  in  the  Inn  River  valley  between  Kufstein 
and  Innsbruck,  is  especially  rich  in  castles,  having  Burg  Lichtenworth 
dating  from  the  13th  century,  the  Kropfsberg  ruin  dating  from  the  early 


Middle  Ages  and  the  Burg  Matzen  from  1176  illustrated  above  on  this  50 
Heller  note. 

The  romantic  little  town  of  Anif  near  Salzburg  has  a lovely  little 
classic  castle  surrounded  by  water  (wasserschloss)  stemming  from  the 
16th  century  and  largely  rebuilt  by  Count  Arco-Steppe rg  in  1838-48. 

It  was  constructed  on  an  island  in  a small  lake  and  was  the  residence 
briefly  of  Ludwig  II,  last  king  of  Bavaria  in  1918  (illustrated  on 
the  following  page). 

Two  views  of  the  castle  at  Poggstall  in  the  Province  of  Upper  Austria 
near  Melk  are  shown  on  the  10  and  50  Heller  notes  issued  by  the  town 
27  April  1920.  The  castle  dates  from  the  13th  century,  was  the  center 
of  the  powerful  and  rich  land  owning  family  of  von  Rogendorf  and  was 
an  Austrian  imperial  residence  from  1795.  It  has  an  unusual  round 
tower  as  an  out  defensive  work  with  gate  and  drawbridge  at  one  end 
almost  totally  separate  from  the  rest  of  the  castle. 
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Anif  10  Heller 


POggstall  10  Heller 


Poggstall  50  Heller 


A view  of  the  tiny  Austrian  village  of  Wisselbury  in  Upper  Austria 
near  Scheibbs  on  a 50  Heller  note  shows  how  it  looked  in  1072,  follow- 
ing the  construction  of  the  castle  and  extensive  fortifications  by 
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Wisselburg  50  Heller 


St.  Wolfgang  for  the  emperor  after  979  AD.  Today  little  remains  of 
the  original  except  portions  of  the  walls  and  the  chapel,  although 
another  modern  castle  was  build  on  the  site  in  1824  as  a residence. 


The  castle  at  Golling,  a small 
Austrian  village,  also  near  Salz- 
burg, was  known  in  the  records  as 
early  as  700  AD  and  was  owned  by 
the  von  Kuchle  family  in  1325, 
then  became  part  of  the  arch- 
bishops holdings  until  1923  when 
it  was  turned  into  a district 
court.  The  castle,  perched  high 
on  a rocky  cliff,  is  shown  here 
on  a 10  Heller  note  issued  by  the 
town  on  31  December  1920. 


2?i«  Tier  : 

Hit  dttf?  j 
&ulfchttnt  bt&  3 i.Bm  <StO  !| 
.7*  5 it’ttilwtr  Whrungtin 


The  city  of  Modling-Hinterbruhl 
just  south  of  Vienna  located  in 
the  Vienna  Woods  was  known  as 
early  as  907  AD  from  the  records. 
There  is  a castle  dating  from  the 
end  of  the  12th  and  first  of  the 
13th  centuries  built  by  Duke 
Heinrich  von  Modling. 


Better  known  is  Castle  Liechtenstein  3 kilometers  to  the  north  and 
shown  here  (following  page)  on  this  80  Heller  note  from  Hinterbrvihl. 
Destroyed  by  the  Turks  during  the  siege  of  Vienna  in  1693  it  was  re- 
built in  the  old  style  in  the  19th  century.  This  area  has  many  at- 
tractions and  was  long  a meeting  place  for  composers  and  writers  such 
as  Richard  Wagner,  Schubert  and  Beethoven,  the  latter  living  there  in 
a 16th  century  house,  Hauptstr.  79,  in  the  years  1818-19. 

Many  ruins  can  be  found  throughout  Europe,  such  as  the  ruin  of  Klingen- 
gerg  in  the  little  village  of  St.  Thomas  am  Blasenstein  in  Upper 
Austria,  near  Perg.  The  castle,  as  it  originally  appeared  is  shown  on 
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Hinterbruhl  80  Heller 


the  obverse  of  the  50  Heller  note  and  the  reverse  (not  illustrated) 
shows  it  as  the  ruin  you  find  today.  Shown  on  no  maps  and  listed  in 
no  guide  books  the  ruin  of  Klingenberg  is  nonetheless  imposing  and 
its  obscure  history  lost  except  to  the  specialist,  it  stands  as  a 
monument  to  a by-gone  age. 


********************************************************************* 


WILLIAM  III  in  Brazil,  well  almost!  Brazil  in  1819  used  a British 
f i ve— shi 11 ing  piece  dated  1696  of  William  III  as  a blank  (planchet) 
for  Brazil's  960  Reis  silver  coin  of  that  year.  Fragments  of  the 
original  legend  remains. 

********************************************************************** 


DON'T  BE  TOO  ANXIOUS  TO  BUY!  Vittorio  Emanuele  III  of  Italy  issued  a 
100  Lira  gold  coin  in  1940.  The  only  known  example  of  it  is  in  the  king's 
own  collection,  so  don't  be  too  anxious  to  buy  a specimen  if  one  is  offer- 
ed . 
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A DOUBLE  DIRHEM  OF  ABU  SACID  DATED  A.H.716  STRUCK  AT  SIVAS 


by  R.  J.  Hebert , Rockville,  Maryland 

The  subject  of  this  note  is  a rare,  if  not  unique,  double  dirhem  of 
the  Ilkhanid  Abu  SacId  (A.D.  1317-1335  + A. H.  716-735),  the  last  ruler 
of  an  undivided  empire.  This  remarkable  silver  pieces,  weighing  3.941 
grams  with  a diameter  of  28.1  x 25.2mm,  is  dated  A.H.  716  (=March  26, 
1316-March  16,  1317)  and  has  the  mint-signature  Shahr-i  Sivas.  It 
was  found  by  me  in  Teheran  and  now  forms  part  of  the  cabinet  of  the 
U.S.  National  Collections. 

This  piece,  apart  from  its  interest  as  a coin  struck  at  an  Anatolian 
mint,  should  be  of  value  as  a seemingly  new  type  for  Abu  SacId  and  also 
for  its  complex  titulature  and  unusual  religious  legends. 


Obverse 


Reverse 


The  description  is  as  follows: 

Obverse,  within  a double  square,  a four-line  Kufic  legend: 

There  is  no  God  but  God 
Mohammed 

is  the  Prophet  of  God 

sent  with  guidance  and  the  religion 
of  truth  (Koran  ix  33) 

Margin,  between  square  and  circumscribed  circle,  in 
segments  beginning  at  12:00  o'clock: 

JT  ^ J I ‘ V.  / \s  ^ \ ~b  b'’ 

Blessed  be  He  in  whose  hand  is  the  Kingdom,  for  He  is 
mighty  over  all  (Koran  lxvii  1) 


•J 

\II 

A j 

I o j vS  ^ ) I 
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All  within  a circle  of  dots. 


Reverse,  in  a double  six-lobed  circle,  a iix-line  legend: 

Struck 

in  the  empire  of  the  Sultan 

most  mighty,  having  sway  over  the 

necks 

of  nations,  Khan  of  the  world 
Abu  Sacid,  May  God  perpeturate 
his  kingdom! 

Margin,  beginning  at  1:30  o'clock: 

-1—  / r / \jr  /-t-'—** 

Struck  (at)  city  of  Sivas  year  six  ten  seven-hundred. 

All  within  a circle  of  dots. 

FROM  THE  MAIL  BOX 

SUGGESTION  TO  COMPILE  "FORGOTTEN"  INFO  ON  COIN  DESIGNERS 

I am  taking  this  means  to  put  forth  an  idea  I hope  might  interest  all 
NI  members.  As  all  of  us  take  time  to  form  our  collections  we  peruse 
book  after  book  that  deals  with  mintages,  catalog  numbers,  rarity 
ratings,  etc.  All  of  which  have  been  methodically  compiled  and  re- 
corded . 

It  occured  to  me  that  one  area  which  we  have  not  brought  information 
together  on  is  the  designer 1 s of  our  numismatic  possessions.  To  be 
sure  each  of  us  knows  something  of  those  skilled  persons  who  created 
coins  of  his  or  her  particular  country  but  nowhere  is  there  an  inter- 
national "who's  who"  which  brings  together  articles  on  their  lives  and 
works. 

Based  upon  this  idea  I suggest  that  NI  study  the  possibility  of  com- 
piling articles  submitted  by  members  with  hopes  that  in  the  future 
these  can  be  published  under  one  cover. 

I am  certain  that  with  this  wealth  of  knowledge  of  our  members  we 
could  come  up  with  an  outstanding  addition  to  numismatic  literature. 

Sincerely, 

s/R.S.  Clunan  II  (OIN-CM329 

(Members  if  you  have  a comment  on  this  suggestion  please  send  it  to 
the  Article  Editor.  Thanks.) 

****£****£******&*******★**********************&***&******************* 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  coin  listings  published  here 
are  supplied  and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman 
Coin  Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  U.S.A.  No  fruther  use  of  these  numbers 
in  any  other  publication  is  authorized.) 

* Collectors'  Coins 


AUSTRIA 
* Y166 


500  Schilling  1981,  .640  Silver  (36mm),  800  Years  Verdun 


BULGARIA 
* Y92 


* Y93 

* Y94 


FIJI 


INDIA 

Y123 

Y124 

* Y125 

* Y125 


IRAQ 

Y52 


10  Leva  1979,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  International  Year  of 
the  Child 

20  Leva  1979,  Centennial  of  Sofia  as  Capital 
10  Leva  1980,  Bulgar-Russ  Cosmonaut  Flight 

(Note:  Y93-94  have  been  renumbered  from  previous  reports.) 


DJIBOUTI 

Y7 


100  Francs  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (30mm) 


Y44 

50  Cents  1980,  Cu 
Independence 

* Y45 

10  Dollars  1980, 

* Y46 

200  Dollars  1980, 
Independence 
(Note:  Y46  has 

FINLAND 

* Y59 

50  Markkaa  1980, 

GREECE 

Y83 

50  Drachmai  1980, 

•> 


10  Paise  1980,  Aluminum  (26mm),  Rural  Women's  Advancement 
25  Paise  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (19mm),  Rural  Women's  Advancement 
10  Rupees  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (39mm),  Rural  Women's  Advancement 
100  Rupees  1980,  .500  Silver  (44mm),  Rural  Women's  Advancement 


250  Fils  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (Saddam  Hussein  portrait) 


ISLE  OF  MAN 

* Y48  5 Pounds  1981,  Virenium  (36.1mm) 

* Y48a  5 Pounds  1981,  .925  Silver  (36.1mm) 

* Y48b  5 Pounds  1981,  .9167  Gold  (36.1mm) 

* Y48c  5 Pounds  1981,  Platinum  (36.1mm) 


JORDAN 

Y26 

Y31 

Y32 


5 Fils  1978,  Bronze  (21mm) 

1/2  Dinar  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (34mm) 

1/2  Dinar  1980,  1400th  Anniversary  of  Islam. 

(Note:  Y32  was  previously  reported  as  No.  26,  without  the 

commemorative  title.) 


NEW  HEBRIDES 

* Y8  500  Francs  1979,  Silver  (40mm),  International  Year  of  the  Child 
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PERU 

Y96  50  Soles  1980,  Aluminum-Bronze  (28mm) 

Y97  100  Soles  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (29.9mm) 

POLAND 

Y107  50  Zlotych  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (30.3mm),  Boleslaw  I 

* Y108  100  Zlotych  1980,  Silver,  Jan  Kochanowski 

* Y109  100  Zlotych  1980,  Silver,  Environment  Protection  (Capercaillie) 

* Y110  200  Zlotych  1980,  Silver,  Winter  Olympic  Games 

* YllOa  200  Zlotych  1980,  Silver,  as  above  but  no  torch  mint  mark 

* Ylll  2000  Zlotych  1980,  Gold,  Winter  Olympic  Games 

(Note:  Y108-111  have  been  renumbered  from  previous  reports.) 

SAN  MARINO 

* YA97  5 Scudi  1979,  .9167  Gold  (28mm),  "Peace" 

* Y110  5 Scudi  1980,  .9167  Gold  (28mm),  "Justice" 


SIERRA  LEONE 

Y19  50  Cents  1980,  Cupro-Nickel 

* Y20  1 Leone  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (38.6mm),  OAU  Summit  Conference 

* Y20a  1 Leone  1980,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  OAU  Summit  Conference 

* Y21  5 Golde  1980,  .9167  Gold  (28.4mm),  OAU  Summit  Conference 

(Note:  Y20-21  have  been  renumbered  from  previous  reports.) 

SWITZERLAND 

* Y65  5 Francs  1981,  Cupro-Nickel  (31mm),  Nik.  v.d.  Flue  Stanser 


THAILAND 

Y142  5 Baht  BE  2524  (1981),  Cop .-Nic. -Clad  Copper  (32mm),  King 

Rama  VI  Commemorative 

* Y143  600  Baht  BE  2524  (1981),  Silver  (31mm),  King  Rama  VI  Comm. 

TOKELAU 

* Y3  1 Tala  1980,  Cupro-Nickel,  Coconut  Crab 

* Y3a  1 Tala  1980,  .925  Silver,  Coconut  Crab 


TUVALU 

Note:  The  crown-size  silver  coin  issued  for  the  80th  birth- 
day of  the  Queen  Mother  is  a Ten  Dollars  piece,  not  a 25 
Pence  as  previously  reported. 


VENEZUELA 

* Y55  75  Bolivares  1980,  Silver,  150th  Anniversary  of  Independence 

* Y56  100  Bolivares  1980,  Silver,  150th  Anniversary  of  Independence 

WESTERN  SAMOA 

* Y38  1 Tala  1980,  Cupro-Nickel,  FAO  Coinage 

* Y39  10  Tala  1980,  .925  Silver,  FAO  Coinage 


YUGOSLAVIA 

* Y71  1000  Dinara  1980,  .725  Silver  (38.6mm),  Death  of  Tito 


*********************************************************************** 


NORWAY'S  MINTS 


Some  of  Norway's  early  mints:  Nidaros,  now  called  Trondheim.  Bjorgvin 

is  now  the  city  of  Bergen.  Christiania,  now  the  capital  city  of  Oslo. 
Each  city  no  longer  has  an  operating  mint.  KONGSBERG  is  Norway's  sole 
operating  mint  today. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NT  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


As  we  begin  a new  complete  listing  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection,  we 
have  made  some  changes  as  noted  below  in  the  manner  of  making  up  the 
listing.  We  feel  this  will  aid  in  going  through  a complete  listing  in 
much  shorter  time. 


Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions. 


Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

£ = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple  mints  for 
the  particular  year. 

AFGHANISTAN:  Y10.1  - 1312;  Y90  - C;  Y91  - C;  Y93  - C;  Y94  - C;  Y95  - 

1330;  Y95b  - C;  Y96  - C;  Y96a  - 1332;  Y98  - C;  Y99  - C;  Y100-102  - C. 

ALBANIA:  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y28  - 1940;  Y29  - 1939;  Y32  - 1939;  Y35  - 
1947;  Y36  - 1947. 

ALGERIA:  Yl-3  - C;  Y4-5  - C ; Y6  - C;  Y7-8  - C;  Y9-10  - C;  Yll  - C; 

Y13-14  - C. 

ANGOLA:  Y20  - 1928;  Y21  - 1927;  Y22  - 1949;  Y23  - 1948;  Y23a  - 1962; 
Y24  - C;  Y25  - 1955,  1961;  Y26  - 1956;  Y27  - 1953,  1956;  Y28  - 1952. 

ARGENTINA:  Y1  - 1892;  Y2  - 1888,  1891,  1893,  1894,  1895;  Y3  - 1883; 

Y7  - 1903,  1907,  1914,  1917,  1933,  1937,  1938,  1940,  1942;  Y8  - 1898, 
1920,  1921,  1925,  1937,  1938;  Y9  - 1938,  1942;  Y12  - 1940,  1944;  Y12a  - 
1948;  Y13  - 1939,  1940;  Y13a  - 1949;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - CX  (1943,  1947. 
1948);  Y16  - 1942,  1948,  1949;  Y17  - 1947,  1949,  1950;  Y18-20  - C; 

Y21  - C;  Y21a  - C;  Y21b  - C;  Y22  - 1951;  Y22a  - 1953;  Y22b  - C;  Y23  - 
C;  Y23a  - 1953;  Y23b  - CX  (1955);  Y24  - CX  (1952);  Y25  - C;  Y26  - CX 
(1959);  Y27  - CX  (1961);  Y28  - CX  (1959);  Y29  - CX  (1962);  Y30  - C; 

Y31  - CX  (1961,  1967,  1968);  Y32  - C;  Y33  - 1968;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C; 

Y36  - 1973;  Y38  - 1970. 

ASCENSION  IS.:  Y1  - C. 

AUSTRALIA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y5  - 1911,  19161,  19171,  1922,  1927-1931 

incl. ; 1933-1936  incl.;  Y6  - 1912H,  1913,  19161,  19171,  1919  no  dots; 
1923,  1924,  1926,  1927,  1929,  1931,  1933/2,  1933-1936  incl.;  Y7  - C; 

Y10  - 1925;  Yll  - 1917;  Y12  - 1918,  1931;  Y13-14  - C;  Y15  - CX  (1941 

hi  dot,  1942B  w/o  I,  1943M,  19431  type  2,  1944M,  1946M) ; Y16  - CX 

(1939M,  1941M) ; Y17  - 1940,  1942D,  1942D,  1943D;  Y18  - 1940,  1941, 

1942S , 1943S , 1944;  Y19  - CX  (1939M,  1940M,  1944S,  1945M) ; Y20  - 1937; 
Y21  - CX  (1951P  no  dot);  Y22  - CX  (1950M,  1950Y.,  1951PL) ; Y23  - C; 

Y24  - CX  (1949,  1951);  Y25  - 1951PL;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - 1952;  Y28  - CX 

(1955);  Y30  - C;  Y31  - 1954;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - CX  (1960,  1961);  Y36  - 
1956M,  1958M,  1961-1964P&M  incl.;  Y37  - 1959,  1960-1963  incl.;  Y38  - 
1955,  1958,  1960,  1962,  1963;  Y39  - 1959,  1960,  1961,  1963;  Y40  - 1956, 
1960,  1962,  1963;  Y41  - C to  1975  X (1966P) ; Y42  - C to  1975  X (1968, 

1969,  1970,  1972,  1973);^Y-43  - C to  1975  X (1968,  1969,  1970,  1972, 

1973);  1944  - C to  1977  X (1970,  1971,  1976);  Y45  - C to  1978  X (1966L, 
1969,  1971,  1974,  1975,  1976,  1977);  Y46  - C;  Y47  - C to  1976  X (1972, 
1973,  1974,  1975);  Y48  - C;  Y49  - C;  YB13  - 1927P. 

(Note:  YB13  is  out  of  line  numerically.) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Catalog  of  the  World's  Most  Popular  Coins , by  Fred  Reinfeld  and  Burton 
Hobson,  480pp,  illus.,  hard  cover,  6"  x 10".  Available  from  the  publi- 
sher: Sterling  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Two  Park  Avenue,  New  York  10016, 

N.Y.  $17.50. 

This  latest  edition,  10th,  of  this  reference  was  released  in  1980.  The 
book  contains  over  5000  photographs  and  catalogues  the  most  popular 
coins  from  over  350  countries.  Many  of  the  type  coins  are  illustrated 
with  the  good  clear  photographs.  It  includes  coins  from  ancient  Rome 
and  ancient  Greece  as  well  as  coins  of  the  Middle  Ages  and  Renaissance 
era  from  England  and  Europe.  However,  most  of  the  coins  catalogued 
fall  into  the  18-20th  centuries. 

Coins  are  catalogued  by  type  and  not  by  date,  with  a range  of  dates 
given  for  each  type.  Also  there  is  given  for  each  type:  a single 
evaluation,  description  of  the  design  on  both  sides,  metallic  compos- 
ition and  an  explanation  of  the  significance  of  the  design,  inscrip- 
tion and  occasion  of  issue  where  relevant. 

The  single  price  quoted  for  each  type  coin  is  for  grades  as  follows: 
for  coins  issued  before  1800,  fine;  from  1800  to  the  early  1900's  it 
is  for  very  fine;  and  for  coins  after  that  date  it  is  extremely  fine 
or  uncirculated. 

The  beginning  coin  collector  will  find  a sound  general  overview  of 
coins  throughout  history,  while  picking  up  ideas  of  what  to  collect. 
Experienced  collectors  will  be  fascinated  by  the  interesting  tidbits 
offered  about  commemoratives  and  other  unusual  coins,  while  determin- 
ing what  to  sell  or  add  to  their  collections.  Specialists  will  have 
the  opportunity  to  broaden  their  horizon  by  catching  up  on  what's 
happening  in  the  numismatic  world. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


OTTOMAN  COINAGE  DURING  TEE  REIGN  OF  SULTAN  ABDULMECID  HAN,  by  Cunyet 
Olcer.  160pp,  illus.,  charts  and  line  drawings.  US  $15.00. 

This  is  a fully  documented  study  of  the  coins  of  this  sultan.  It  is 
a remarkably  complete  catalog  of  the  coins  issued  from  the  mints  of 
Constantinople,  Egypt,  and  Tunisia,  in  all  metals.  Facts  about  the 
mintage,  weights,  and  coin  diameters  are  given,  with  reference  to 
specimens  in  various  European  collections.  A special  feature  is  an 
excellent  study  of  the  various  flower  design  forms  found  at  the  right 
of  the  toughra  of  this  ruler's  coins.  It  is  a valuable  guide  to  the 
rare  coins  in  this  series. 

(It  is  available  from  Numismata  Orientalia,  P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly, 
N.J.  07670.) 


Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  Mackenzie 
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REPUBLIC  OF  TURKEY  COIR  CATALOG  (Madeni  Paralar  Katalogu) , by  M. 
Biilent  Cogkun  and  Glivendik  Figekfioglu.  Stiff  paper  cover.  Distrib- 
uted by  Numismata  Orientalia,  P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  N.J.  17670. 
$15.00  US. 

This  is  the  most  comprehensive  catalog  on  the  Modern  Turkish  Republic 
coins.  The  coins  have  been  graded  in  seven  classifications.  Values 
are  shown  in  Turkish  Lira  (20TL  = US  $1).  All  coins  described  are 
illustrated  with  accurate  mintage  figures.  The  text  is  in  English 
and  Turkish  throughout. 


Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  Mackenzie 


COINAGE  OF  CILICIAN  ARlfENIA.  Paul  Z.  Bedoukian.  Rev.  edition  1979. 
Private  printing  from  G.  B.  Distributors,  Box  22,  W.  Redding,  CT 
06896.  Hard  cover,  410pp  text  (2249  coins),  12  plates,  36pp  of  intro- 
duction, including  5 additional  page  to  the  196  edition  and  an  addition- 
al foreward.  There  is  a detailed  bibliography  (and  addenda)  of  15-l/2pp 
with  many  titles  in  Armenian  which  must  serve  to  make  this  one  of  the 
most  detailed  and  exhaustive  numismatic  bibliographies  on  any  one 
single  specific  subject  ever  published.  The  78pp  index  of  Legends 
(coin)  is  in  some  ways  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  book  since  there 
are  so  very  many  variations.  5pp  of  general  index.  An  index  of  the 
Selcuk  legends  on  the  bilingual  coins  would  have  been  a valuable  ad- 
dition to  this  revised  edition.  The  former  one  was  an  ANS  monograph 
(#147). 

The  first  edition  was  based  on  the  examination  of  some  10,000  specimens 
in  many  public  and  private  collections;  today  he  lists  an  additional 
17  collections  and  the  number  of  coins  available  may  be  nearer  to 
30,000.  The  book  includes  new  plates  and  drawings  of  the  Roupenian 
coins  to  help  with  identification.  The  photography  and  printing  are 
first  class  but  unfortunately  many  specimens  do  not  show  clear  legends. 
This  is  particularly  so  of  the  bilingual  pieces  and  it  is  a pity  be- 
cause the  Selcuk  script  is  precise  and  beautiful.  Here  again,  draw- 
ings would  have  been  a real  aid. 

At  the  time  that  the  first  edition  was  being  prepared,  to  most  of  the 
numismatic  world  Armenian  pieces  were  curiousities  which  one  rarely 
came  across.  (I  bought  about  20  pieces  all  told  in  my  12  years  in 
Istanbul).  But  since  1962  immense  hoards  have  surfaced  in  Europe  and 
the  U.S.  which  came  to  light  in  road  or  air  base  building  in  Cilicia 
(Turkey),  and  have  been  dispersed  on  the  markets.  Dr.  Michael  Metcalf 
has  completed  the  detailed  study  of  a significant  hoard  belonging  to 
the  Olivia  collection  which  will  be  published  in  the  next  Numismatic 
Circular  (Royal  Numismatic  Society) . 

Armenia  himself.  Dr.  Bedoukian  has  brought  his  national  feelings  and 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  language  to  his  work  which  thus  makes  it 
THE  authority  on  Cilician  Armenia.  I could  wish  that  he  had  included 
some  of  Dr.  Metcalf's  concerns  and  details  re  style. 

The  Armenian  script  is  very  difficult  to  anyone  not  familiar  with  it, 
a difficulty  increased  by  the  facts  that  the  letters  themselves  vary 
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much  on  the  coins,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  often  flans  were  too  small 
for  the  dies,  or  were  carelessly  struck.  I worked  with  the  script  my- 
self some  years  ago  but  ended  by  giving  up  the  struggle,  too  much  else 
demanding  my  attention  and  that  of  the  man  with  whom  I was  working. 
Here  again  some  drawings  of  actual  specimens  (or  of  various  forms  of 
the  script)  would  have  been  helpful  to  the  ordinary  collector  who  has 
neither  the  time  nor  the  inclination  to  study  the  script  in  detail. 

Because  of  the  plentiful  number  of  die  varieties,  and  the  relatively 
low  price,  it  could  be  an  interesting  field  for  someone  looking  for 
one  in  which  to  specialize  a little.  But  any  medieval  collection, 
Eastern  Europe,  the  Near  East,  Byzantine  Islamic  or  Crusaders,  should 
include  some  specimens  of  this  coinage  in  their  collection  to  show  the 
various  influences  of  the  one  on  the  other. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 

********************************************************************** 


A SELDOM  SEEN  MEDAL  OF  THE  BUDDHIST  GREAT  COUNCIL  OF  BURMA 

by  Charles  K.  Panishj  Westport , Connecticut , NI  # 331 

This  medal  commemorates  the  Buddhist  Great  Council  which  convened 
at  Rangoon,  Burma,  at  noon  on  May  17,  1954.  It  lasted  for  two  years. 

It  was  the  sixth  such  Council  to  be  held  since  the  death  of  the 
Buddha  in  about  480  B.C.  I believe  that  the  fifth  Great  Council 
was  held  in  AD  1881. 


A translation  of  the  medal  from  Burmese  reads: 

Obverse  (top):  "6th  (Buddhist)  Great  Council" 

(bottom):  "1316-1318  C.S."  or  AD  1954-1956 

Reverse:  (top):  "The  2500th  Anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  Buddha" 
(bottom):  "The  Union  of  Burma" 

(Article  Editors  note:  This  medal  was  submitted  to  OIN's  Attribution 
Service  by  Clifton  A.  Temple,  and  it  was  felt  it  would  be  an  in- 
teresting item  for  the  expanded  NI  members.) 

********************************************************************* 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

A1  Gammon,  P.  0.  Box  1343,  Sun  City,  AZ  85372:  WANTED  — Slovakia  YS21 

20  Halierov  Bronze  1942  and  Italy  Y82a  2 Lire  1942.  Write  first. 

Rev.  Francis  Conway,  O.P.,  487  Michigan  Ave.  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  20017 
Can  anyone  help  identify  this  medal  commemorating  an  incident  in  US- 
Philippines  history  as  to  designer  (named  on  medal)  who,  when  and  where 
struck?  Medal  is  34mm,  in  white  metal  with  loop.  Obverse  - left: 
figure  raising  US  flag  over  fort:  center:  harbor  with  several  gunboats: 

foreground:  four  figures,  one  offering  sword:  right:  company  of  sol- 
diers, palm  tree  by  native  hut:  bottom:  date:  AUGUST  13,  1898.  Reverse 
top:  VIVA  AMERICA!  below:  crossed  swords,  SOUVENIR  OF  THE  CAPTURE  OF 

MANILA,  P.I.  BY  THE  ARMY  & NAVY  OF  THE  U.S.:  bottom:  I.  BERKOUGH  - 

DESIGNER. 

W.  H.  Major,  R.D.  1,  Box  141,  Confluence,  Pa.  15424:  I have  a large 

number  of  coins  of  the  Indian  Native  States,  including  a few  Colonial, 
Imperial  and  Republic,  to  dispose  of  - hopefully  by  exchange. 

Robert  E.  Poulin,  487  Andover  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01843:  WANTED:  Inform- 

ation concerning  the  Uganda  Y8  1972  Five  Shillings.  Krause  notes  they 
were  not  released  for  circulation.  Does  any  member  know  if  any  were 
melted  or  sent  out  of  the  country?  Thanks. 

Fred  Drost,  110  Ridgefield  St.,  Meriden,  CT  06450:  The  German  mint- 

master  information  supplied  by  Klaus  Persing  in  the  February  1981  NI 
BULLETIN  (pp63-64)  caught  my  eye.  I have  been  collecting  and  research- 
ing mintmaster  and  mintmark  information  for  sometime  and  there  is  al- 
ways fresh  information.  I would  be  happy  to  trade  information  on  mint- 
masters  and  mintmarks  with  any  member  who  sends  me  information  that 
"fills  in  a hole"  in  my  notes. 

Hans  Peter  Niederstrasser , Rancho  el  Sauce  6,  Prado  Coapa  22,  D.F., 

Mexico : I just  started  with  a new  coin  collection  trying  to  understand 

the  political  changes  in  Africa,  starting  in  the  XIX  century.  Please 
help  me  with  ideas  how  to  classify,  with  reprints,  book  names,  trade 
of  coins,  etc.  Thanks  in  advance. 

LTC  Joseph  E.  Boling,  P.  0.  Box  16188,  Indianapolis,  IN  46216:  Foreign 

Trade  Payment  Certificates.  Did  you  know  that  there  has  not  been  a 
confirmed  report  of  a new  FTPC  since  1978?  Please  send  xerox  or  de- 
scription (to  include  color,  serial  number,  and  S/B  number  or  verbal 
description  of  design)  to  the  above  address  so  that  we  can  flesh  out 
the  very  sparse  data  on  these  pieces.  There  are  still  less  than  fifty 
pieces  known  worldwide. 

LTC  Joseph  E.  Boling,  P.  0.  Box  16188,  Indianapolis,  IN  46216 : Serial 

numbers  and  reports  needed.  Recently  the  first  piece  of  Central  Reserve 
Bank  of  China  one-yuan  green  with  a control  overprint  other  than  "hsing" 
was  reported.  Upon  comparison,  it  was  found  that  the  new  piece  (with 
overprint  "i"  or  "yi")  was  from  the  same  serial  block  (XD-H)  as  an  al- 
ready known  "hsing"  piece  (illustrated  in  Schwan/Bol  ing,  S/B  //128b). 
Another  known  "hsing"  piece  is  from  block  BF-H.  We  now  need  to  find 
out  what  blocks  are  known  and  see  if  there  are  other  control  overprints 
not  reported.  Please  send  reports  of  any  overprint  and  the  serial  block. 
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